
 

 

Taking the Reins 
A Study on the Book of Nehemiah 

 
Nehemiah 2:1-20  

 
 
 
THE ANATOMY OF GREAT LEADERSHIP 
 What every leader needs to do when taking charge  
 
 
1. Praying for favor while waiting on God (vs.1-5)  
 
 
    
 
2. Planning for impact is not the absence of faith (vs.6-10) 
 
 
    
 
3. Pursuing the facts for the tough road ahead (vs.11-16) 
 
 
   
  
4. Persuading others to join to live for more (vs.17-18)  
 
 
 
 
5. Prepare for opposition when carrying out God’s will (19-20)  
 
 
 
 

Taking the Reins_Part 3… Message by Pastor Jesse E. - (4/15/12). 
Sermon Series: Live for More 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
QUICK REVIEW - Looking back over your sermon notes, 
which particular point or passage of Scripture most 
challenged, confused or caught your attention?  
 
 
1. This week we saw 5 things that you want to do when it’s 
time to take charge. Which one is the most important for you 
to remember and why?  
 
 
2. Do you ever wonder why God calls us to pray and then 
waits to give us the answer? See Col 4:2, 1 Thess 5:16-18. 
What did Nehemiah do while he was waiting for an answer?    
 
 
 
3. When it comes to getting the facts, are you more prone to 
get caught moving too quickly, missing essential issues to 
consider or over-analyzing the situation? What strategies do 
the following verses give to finding the facts? Prov 19:2, 
21:30-31, 22:17-18.   
 
 
 
4. Have you ever heard someone say that faith and 
planning/goal setting are incompatible? How would you 
answer them based on the life of Nehemiah?     
 
 
5. Think about the great “miracles” of the Bible. How many of 
them involved no human effort whatsoever? Compare that to 
how many of them included a human element.  
 
6. What opportunities do you have to involve others in what 
God is doing at TRBC?  
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